
1  

 

  
Plainfield Fire Protection District 

2016 Annual Report 
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    Letter from the Chief 
 

I’m humbled and honored to present the 2016 Annual Report of the Plainfield Fire Protection District.  

 

It’s been a both busy and productive year for your fire district with our overall call volume increasing by 1.56% to 

finish the year with 4,479 requests for emergency services.  

 

Your fire district’s women and men have a long and proud history of servicing the residents of and visitors to our 

jurisdiction and wear that responsibility with distinction and contained within the following report are further details 

of this service. 

 

We shared the joyful experience of the June retirement of Jim Pubentz, a member who served you for three decades 

but also wept at the tragic loss of our Emergency Vehicle Technician Mike Ludemann in February.  Both will be truly 

missed. 

 

The emergency medical services, fire control, technical rescue, fire prevention and public education services are 

provided by some of the best practitioners of those crafts that you will find.  With the support of our training divi-

sion and utilizing our classrooms and new training buildings, we continue to improve and expand the scope and  

quality of the services we deliver. 

 

In 2016 we continued to expand our training opportunities while also extending our partnerships with other units of local government and the business 
community.  We continue to host programs for among others, our senior citizens, the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts as well as our partners in 

law enforcement. 

 

Our members also helped to provide opportunities for some less fortunate members of our community; they’ve helped raise money for childhood cancer 

victims, supported family shopping opportunities during the holidays, raised funds for children who have received burn injuries while also supporting our 

wounded warriors and the Toys for Tots program of the USMC.  Our members give back at every turn and I want to thank them all for their continued 

support of those in need. 

 

We would not be able to continue to provide the level and quality of services we do without the continued support of you, our residents and business 

community, the International Association of Firefighters Local #4560, our part-time, contract and volunteer members, administrative and technical support 

personnel, the Board of Fire Commissioners and our Board of Trustees. 

 

We remain committed to the delivery of the highest level of service to our community as we protect life, property and the environment in the most highly 

effective, efficient and responsible manner that our resources provide. 

 

I want to thank you all for your partnership and hope that 2017 is a great year for each of you. 

 

David S. Riddle, Chief 

 

Board of Trustees 
The Plainfield Fire Protection District is governed by an elected board of 5 Trustees. Trustees serve alternating six year terms and are the governing body 

of the Fire District that sets policy and oversees the annual budget. Board of Trustee meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 6 pm in the 

Fire District’s Administration and Training Facility located at 23748 W. 135th Street. Currently serving on our Board of Trustees is Bill Barnes, James R. 

Lehmann, Douglas Shreve, Tom Paul and Bob Baish.  

Bill Barnes, President 

2013—2019 

James R. Lehmann, Secretary 

2013—2019 

Douglas Shreve, Treasurer 

2011—2017 

Tom Paul, Trustee 

2015—2021 

Bob Baish, Trustee 

2015—2017 
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Personnel 
 

Emergency Vehicle Technician Rick Kruger was hired in April 2016. Rick has been an Emer-

gency Vehicle Technician for 9 years and has multiple Emergency Vehicle Technician and 

ASE Certifications as well as factory training certificates. Rick has been in the fire service for 

35 years and also has Firefighter II Certification.  

 

Firefighter/Paramedic Zachary Randich was sworn in as a full-time Firefighter/Paramedic in 

July 2016. Zachary began his career with the Plainfield Fire Protection District on January 

27, 2013 as a part-time Firefighter/Paramedic and was awarded “Rookie of the Year” for 

2013.  Zachary has an Associates Degree in Fire Science Technology and Emergency Medi-
cal Services from Joliet Junior College. Zachary attended Silver Cross Hospital’s Paramedic 

program and the East Joliet Fire Protection District’s Fire Academy. Zachary enjoys being 

able to help people and the unpredictability of what each day on the job brings. 

 

 

 

 

Paramedic Jim Pubentz retired in June 2016. Jim 

began his career as a volunteer Firefighter with the 

Plainfield Fire Department on January 5, 1981. On 

June 23, 1997 Jim became a full-time Paramedic 

with the Plainfield Fire Protection District. In 2013 

Jim was awarded “Paramedic of the Year” by his 

peers. In 2013 Jim also received two “Outstanding 

Call Awards” at the Silver Cross Hospital annual 

EMS Awards Banquet for his treatment of a patient 

with heat stroke and for the successful resuscita-

tion of a patient with cardiac arrest.  One of Jim’s 

most memorable calls was the 1990 Plainfield tor-

nado. The Plainfield Fire Protection District would 

like to thank Jim for his dedicated 35 years of ser-
vice to the community and the Fire District.   

Paramedic Jim Pubentz Retired 

We Said Goodbye to EVT Mike Ludemann 

EVT Rick Kruger FF/PM Zachary Randich 

In February 2016 the Plainfield Fire Protection 

District unexpectedly lost Emergency Vehicle 

Technician Mike Ludemann. Mike was well 

respected in his field, the fire service and the 

community. In 2010 Mike was awarded Illinois 

Emergency Vehicle Technician of the Year 

by the Illinois Fire Apparatus Mechanics Asso-

ciation. Remembering Mike Ludemann Chief 

Riddle commented “he is going to be missed 

by everybody, it’s a devastating loss.” Deputy 

Chief Stratton said “Mike was there for you all 

the time, it did not matter what time of day or 

day of the week, he was there. He treated 

everything in the Fire District like it was his 

own vehicle with the pride he took in his 

work.” Mike had numerous Emergency Vehicle 

Technician and ASE Certifications. Mike was 

also an active member of the Illinois Fire Ap-

paratus Mechanics Association serving on their 

Education Committee and he was a mentor to aspiring and new emergency vehicle 
technicians. Prior to specializing on emergency vehicles Mike had worked for many 

years as an automotive mechanic. Mike was the Fire District’s Emergency Vehicle 

Technician for 12 years. Mike’s wake and funeral service was attended by hun-

dreds of friends, representatives from fire departments and emergency vehicle 

technicians throughout the Chicago area.  
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District Finances 
The Plainfield Fire Protection District continues to maintain a balanced budget while providing the best possible service to our community.  

Our budget process emphasizes fiscal responsibility and complete transparency.   

Grants 
 

During 2016 The Plainfield Fire Protection District received $42,822 in grants. A grant in the amount 

of $41,122 was received from the Illinois Public Risk Fund. This grant was used to purchase several 

items. The first item purchased was a Bull Ex Attack Digital Training System. This is a training simula-

tor that is used in the non-burn building during training classes like hose line advancement. It is useful 

for both small training classes that involve a single engine company as well as large classes with many 

participants. It is also portable and can be used in various locations. The digital training device also 

comes with a digital nozzle that uses a laser on the screen that reacts as if there is water being put 

on the fire. This allows new candidates to practice hose advancement without having to struggle 

with the nozzle reaction. Future uses being considered include demonstrations during special events 

and for participants in the Police and Fire Academy. Another item purchased with this grant was a 

John Deere Gator TX 4x2. The Gator will be used to move tools, equipment and props at the train-

ing center. It will also be used to shuttle SCBA bottles from the training center to the SCBA com-

pressor for refills. The unit specified has turf tires and is low speed to avoid excessive wear and tear while providing us with enough space to haul what is 

needed. Two grants were combined to use towards the purchase of pre-plan software. A $1,000 grant was received by Enbridge and a $700 grant was 

received by Illinois American Water. Pre-plan software will replace binders full of paper drawings with electronic drawings of buildings throughout the Fire 

District so personnel responding to an emergency can review building specifics while on the way to the scene. Pre-plans help emergency responders by 

providing key/critical information needed for proper emergency response which saves time at the scene and enhances scene safety.    

2013 2014 2015 2016

Revenues by Source

Property Taxes 13,344,584.00$  13,297,304.00$  14,351,204.00$  14,629,874.00$    

2% Foreign Fire Tax 74,576.00$          73,144.00$          75,627.00$          87,776.00$            

Personal Property Tax 11,192.00$          12,808.00$          13,308.00$          11,793.00$            

Charges for Services 1,071,440.00$    967,513.00$        1,471,395.00$    1,406,332.00$      

Village Impact Fees 6,425.00$            6,575.00$            24,300.00$          34,025.00$            

Grants & Contributions 80,672.00$          75,324.00$          44,808.00$          201,370.00$          

Investment Income 245,255.00$        79,963.00$          115,391.00$        103,659.00$          

Miscellaneous 235,585.00$        277,202.00$        338,569.00$        218,373.00$          

15,069,729.00$  14,789,833.00$  16,434,602.00$  16,693,202.00$    

Expenditures by Function

Salaries and Benefits 10,035,510.00$  10,599,422.00$  11,018,352.00$  11,971,921.00$    

Contractual Services 1,491,145.00$    1,575,498.00$    1,736,218.00$    1,153,873.00$      

Commodities 461,191.00$        468,117.00$        477,830.00$        622,912.00$          

Debt Service 1,746,018.00$    1,485,040.00$    1,447,088.00$    1,118,158.00$      

Capital Outlay 861,087.00$        895,746.00$        1,293,815.00$    1,264,365.00$      

Other Expenditures 22,000.00$          4,250.00$            703,949.00$        152,952.00$          

14,616,951.00$  15,028,073.00$  16,677,252.00$  16,284,181.00$    
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District Overview, Map and Facilities 

   

Fire station locations and their primary coverage areas are shown on the map above. Fire Station One serves the area shaded 

in green and is equipped with a fire engine, a squad, a ladder truck, an ambulance, a tender (tanker), and the brush truck. Fire 

Station Two serves the area shaded in blue and is equipped with a rescue squad, an ambulance, a tender (tanker), a battalion 

chief vehicle, the dive truck, 2 rescue boats, a reserve engine and a reserve ambulance. Fire Station Three serves the area shad-

ed in yellow and is equipped with a fire engine, an ambulance and the Combined Area Response Team (CART) rescue truck. 

Fire Station Four serves the area shaded in gold and is equipped with a fire engine, an ambulance, the investigation unit and the 

Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) hazardous materials decontamination truck. The Fire District’s Administration and 

Training Facility houses our offices and training classrooms for in-house and regional training classes. The Maintenance Facility 

is where all of our fire apparatus, ambulances, vehicles and equipment are maintained and repaired.  

 

 

 

 
Administration and  

Training Facility 

23748 W. 135th Street 

Plainfield, IL 60544 

 

 

  
Maintenance Facility 

23810 W. 135th Street 

Plainfield, IL 60544 

 

 

 
Fire Station One 

14415 S. Coil Plus Drive 

Plainfield, IL 60544 

 

 

 
Fire Station Two 

23806 W. 135th Street 

Plainfield, IL 60544 

 

 

 
Fire Station Three 

25001 W. 119th Street 

Plainfield, IL 60585   

 

 

 
Fire Station Four 

15930 S. Frederick St. 

Plainfield, IL 60586 
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2016 Emergency Responses 
The Plainfield Fire Protection District responded to 4,479 calls for assistance during 2016. Fire Station 4 responded to the most calls at 1,505. Fire Station 1 

responded to 1,408 calls, Fire Station 2 responded to 808 calls and Fire Station 3 responded to 758 calls. 

1408

808 758

1505

Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 Station 4

Call Volume by Fire Station
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370 382
360

389 388 394 389
359

415

Call Volume by Month 
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2016 Emergency Responses 
The busiest time of day for calls is during the day from noon until evening. Annual call volume has been steadily increasing as indicated by the chart at the 

bottom of this page.     
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Emergency Medical Services 
In spring 2016 we had 68 Firefighter/Paramedics attend an Advanced Cardiac Life Support class that 

was given by staff from Presence St. Joseph Medical Center. This course enhanced their knowledge 

to recognize serious cardiac conditions and honed their skills on caring for those patients, including 

advanced airway training. Plainfield Fire Protection District Emergency Medical Services are also 

continuing to train on a newer concept of care for the victim of sudden cardiac arrest known as 

“High Performance CPR” which has shown to have a higher percentage of lives saved.  

 

The Fire District has 4 front line advanced life support ambulances, one reserve advanced life sup-

port ambulance and one reserve basic life support ambulance. Our first out fire engines, squad and 

ladder truck are also equipped as advanced life support responders. The Firefighter/Paramedics 

assigned to engines the squad or the ladder truck can begin treatment while waiting for an ambu-

lance to arrive. There are 106 Emergency Medical Responders at the Fire District, 87 of them are 

Paramedics and 19 are Emergency Medical Technicians—Basic.   

    

The Plainfield Fire Protection District is part of the Silver Cross Hospital Emergency Medical Ser-

vices System located in New Lenox. This is a network of emergency responders and hospitals that 

coordinate pre-hospital patient care. The medical services system provides education, quality assur-

ance and administrative support to network agencies and providers, all EMS providers within the 

system work under the medical license of a project medical director.    

 

The Plainfield Fire Protection District is an authorized provider of Ameri-

can Heart Association CPR training as well as a Community Training Cen-

ter. In 2016 we held 53 classes and certified 258 people in CPR and AED 

training. The American Heart Association classes that we offer are Basic 

Life Support (BLS), Heartsaver AED, Adult First Aid with CPR/AED and 

Pediatric First Aid and CPR/AED. A list of our classes is available on our 

web site which also allows participants to register for the class of their 

choice. 

CPR Training Blood Drives 

During 2016 the Plainfield Fire Protection District held three blood drives 

at our Fire District Administration and Training Facility. A total of 83 life 

saving blood products were collected during these blood drives. The Fire 

District also partnered with St. Mary Immaculate Parish and the Knights of 

Columbus to host three blood drives at the church. A total of 169 life sav-

ing blood products were collected during these blood drives.   

 

 

All blood collect-

ed goes to area 

hospitals to help 

those in need. 

One blood dona-

tion can help up 

to three people.   
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Specialty Teams 
The Plainfield Fire Protection District has 3 specialty teams that respond to specific incidents that require specialized tools and rescue equipment. Members 

of specialty teams participate in ongoing training to stay current on advances in rescue techniques, tools and technology. Specialty team members are certi-

fied for their specialty team assignment through training that is held in addition to their firefighter and paramedic training and certifications.  

Combined Area Rescue Team (CART) 
The Combined Area Rescue Team (CART), also referred to as the Technical Rescue Team (TRT), is responsible for specialized rescues in incidents that 

involve structural collapse, trench, confined space and high angle rescues. Some examples of specialized rescues CART would handle include: stabilizing a 

building collapse in order to conduct search and rescue, rescue of a person trapped in a trench collapse, rescue of a person down within a tank or similar 

confined space and rescue of a person working on a cell tower or water tower that needs medical assistance. CART is made up of members from multiple 

agencies and the team the Plainfield Fire Protection District is part of covers a geographical area of approximately 1,000 square miles. The Combined Area 

Rescue Team regularly trains to keep current on their specialized rescue skills and certifications including training with the International Union of Operating 

Engineers Local 150. The Plainfield Technical Rescue Team consists of 18 Plainfield Fire Protection District personnel. The Plainfield Technical Rescue Team 

completed 341.5 hours of training in 2016. Training topics included: specialized tool usage and review, confined space rescue, rope rescue, trench rescue 

and structural collapse. The Plainfield Technical Rescue Team also did a high angle rescue demonstration during the 2016 Fire Prevention Week Open 

House.  

 

Members of the Plain-

field Technical Rescue 

Team routinely partic-

ipate in training to 

enhance their skills 

and knowledge on 

proper techniques to 

use during technical 

rescues. Pictured left 

is one of the training 

sessions held at the 

Fire District’s training 

facility on 135th 

Street. 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left members 

of the Plainfield Tech-

nical Rescue Team 

demonstrate a high 

angle rescue during 

the Fire District’s Fire 

Prevention Week 

Open House held in 

October 2016. 

 

 

 

 
 The Plainfield  

Technical Rescue 

Team completed 

341.5 hours of  

training in 2016. 



10  

 

Hazardous Materials Team 

Specialty Teams 

The Plainfield Hazardous Materials team is a member of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System 

(MABAS) Division 15 Hazardous Materials Team. The team roster consists of 10 members 

from the Plainfield Fire Protection District along with members from the Troy Fire Protec-

tion District, Elwood Fire Protection District, the Will County Emergency Management 

Agency, and other Division 15 Fire Departments. The Division 15 team meets and trains on 

a monthly basis. 

 

The Plainfield Fire Protection District currently staffs and responds with the MABAS 15 De-

contamination Vehicle which is housed at Fire Station 4. The vehicle is equipped to serve as 

a mobile decontamination/shower unit. Decon 15 responds to incidents within Plainfield, 

surrounding fire districts and statewide for deployment to hazardous materials incidents, 

terrorism incidents and natural disasters as requested. The vehicle is also equipped with 

reference materials, science manuals and equipment used to assist in the mitigation of these 

incidents. Along with Decon 15, the MABAS 15 Hazardous Materials Team is equipped with 

several other vehicles and assets to assist in the management of incidents. The MABAS 15 Decontamination Vehicle 

 

Team members train  

on a monthly basis to 

keep current with  

skills and knowledge 

needed to handle an 

incident involving  

hazardous materials. 

Pictured from left to 

right are team members 

training with the  

chemical leak simulator 

and team members 

participating in a training 

exercise at the Fire 

District’s training facility 

on 135th Street. 

Water Rescue Team 
The Plainfield Water Rescue Team is a highly trained multi-discipline Water Rescue Team. The Plainfield Water Rescue Team is currently operating with 15 

members. Team members are certified in Public Safety Rescue Diver, Surface Ice Rescue, Sub Surface Ice diving, Swift Water Rescue, Water Craft Techni-

cians, as well as certified tenders and SONAR equipment technicians. In order achieve this high level of training its members have committed countless 

hours in obtaining certification and continuing education. Members also bring in top level instructors from across the county to stay current with best prac-

tices in these disciplines. The Plainfield Fire District’s Water Rescue Team has 2 aluminum Jon boats as well as an inflatable Zodiac rescue boat. Team mem-

bers are also equipped with modern rescue gear, including wireless and hard line underwater communications equipment and side scan SONAR. 

    

The Plainfield Fire District’s Water Rescue Team is also part of the MABAS 15 Water Rescue Team. Currently the 

MABAS 15 Water Rescue Team includes members from Fire Districts and Fire Departments from Channahon, 

Minooka, Braidwood, Wilmington, Troy and Morris. The MABAS 15 Water Rescue Team is recognized as a Class A 

Water Rescue Team within the state of Illinois and has been deployed to other regions of the state as their assets 

were needed. Due to the nature of the different types of calls the Water Rescue Team responds to, it actively works 

with multiple government and private agencies including Federal, State, Multiple County, and Local Law Enforcement, 

County Coroners Offices, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, the US Coast Guard, Canine Search Teams 

(both private and government), and private search organizations. 

Pictured from left to right, 

members of the Plainfield 

Water Rescue Team giv-

ing a demonstration dur-

ing the Fire Prevention 

Week open house, per-

forming ice rescue training 

and performing swift wa-

ter rescue training. 
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Training 
Plainfield Fire Protection District Firefighter/Paramedics participate in weekly training drills that cover multiple aspects of their jobs. Training is conducted 

to maintain certifications and to stay up to date with the best methods and practices of vehicle extrication tools and techniques, structural firefighting tac-

tics and strategy including updated tools for the job and modern building construction methods, fire protection systems built into buildings including fire 

alarm systems and fire sprinkler systems, crude oil rail awareness, disaster response, driver training and updated medical equipment and procedures for 

patient care. In addition to weekly training, classes and seminars are also available through colleges, organizations, other departments and specialized train-

ing facilities like the University of Illinois Fire Service Institute and the National Fire Academy.  

 

In 2015 the Fire District added a burn training tower for live fire training and a non-burn training tower for specialized rescue training behind our Admin-

istration and Training Facility at 23748 W. 135th Street. These training towers allow us to supplement classroom instruction with additional options for 

hands-on demonstrations and training involving live burns and various rescue scenarios. The Fire District is now also offering the following outside courses 

at our facility; Incident Safety Officer, Health & Safety Officer, Grant Writing for Public Safety Agencies and classes on modern day fire attack. There will be 

more courses coming in the future. Additionally, the Fire District has partnered with Joliet Junior College to host Fire Science and Emergency Medical Ser-

vices classes at our facility.  
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Fire Prevention Bureau 
The Plainfield Fire Protection District’s Fire Prevention Bureau strives to prevent fires through fire code enforcement and fire and life safety education. 

There are approximately 1,700 commercial and multi-family properties within the Plainfield Fire Protection District. Fire inspections are routinely conduct-

ed on these properties to ensure compliance with established fire and life safety codes and standards. The Fire Prevention Bureau also partners with coun-

ty and municipal building and code enforcement departments within our jurisdiction to ensure buildings are constructed, used and maintained in accord-

ance with applicable sections of fire and life safety codes for the safety of building occupants and firefighters.  

 

In addition to routine inspections the Fire Prevention Bureau reviews plans for new construction and remodeling projects for all commercial and multi-

family properties, inspects buildings during construction, reviews plans for and witnesses tests of newly installed fire protection systems, follows-up on 

malfunctioning fire protection systems to ensure repair and proper operation and also follows-up on complaints received about potential fire code viola-

tions. The Plainfield Fire Protection District has adopted the 2015 International Fire Code with amendments that enhance the code. The Fire Code is the 

minimum standard that buildings are expected to maintain in order to be in Fire Code compliance. Keeping current with the latest editions of the Fire 

Code is one of the areas ISO evaluates when determining our ISO rating. The ISO rating may impact how much fire insurance costs homeowners and 

building owners. 

 

The below chart illustrates how time was allocated throughout 2016 for fire inspections in existing buildings, inspections of buildings under construction, 

plan reviews for new construction and fire protection systems, existing fire alarm and fire suppression system problems, updates to Knox Box keys, fire 

drills and public education presentations and special events throughout the community.   

FPB Activities by Type

Existing Buildings

New Construction

Plan Reviews

System Problems

Knox Box

Fire Drills

Public Education

Duty Crew
56%

FPB 
22%

Both  
22%

Fire and Life Safety Presentations by PFPD

Duty Crew

FPB

Both

 

 
Fire and Life Safety Education Presentations are shared by 

Fire Prevention Bureau staff as well as the Firefighter/

Paramedics. Presentations include events such as school 

classroom safety talks, fire station tours, fire extinguisher 

training, custom fire safety topics by request for area 

business and neighborhood groups, attending block par-

ties and other special community events throughout the 

year. 
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Fire and Life Safety Education 
Fire and life safety education is an integral part of fire prevention. Inspections are seen as an opportunity to teach the importance of fire code compliance 

to business and building owners. Fire and life safety education also includes things such as teaching businesses how to use fire extinguishers, observing and 

critiquing fire drills and reviewing emergency plans. Another component of fire and life safety education is community outreach through public education 

and information. Fire safety presentations are conducted in schools throughout the Fire District to teach children about fire and life safety for example how 

to call 9-1-1 for help; stop, drop and roll; stay low and go; family fire drills with meeting places and not to fear firefighters wearing turnout gear. The Fire 

Prevention Bureau also shares fire and life safety information through participation in community events, press releases, digital sign messages, our web site 

and our Fire District newsletter “On the Scene.” The annual Fire Prevention Week Open House is another way we reach out to the community with fire 

and life safety messages during a fun, family friendly event. The 2016 Open House was attended by over 1,000 people and the overall response from at-

tendees was positive. Our 2017 Fire Prevention Week Open House will be held on Saturday, September 30th, please save the date and plan on joining us 

that day. Below are pictures from the 2016 Fire Prevention Week Open House. 
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Giving Back to our Community 
        

 

 

 

 

Plainfield Firefighter’s Women’s Association 
 
 

The Plainfield Firefighter’s Women’s Association celebrated 

their 39th anniversary in 2016. They are a group of dedicated 

volunteers that work together to raise funds for fire victims 

and a scholarship fund they created for children of Plainfield 

Fire Protection District firefighter/paramedics. Over the 

years they have held various fundraisers including spaghetti 

dinners, craft shows, spa days, candlelight bowling, bake sales 

and cookbook sales.  

 

Through their efforts they have been able to assist every fire 

victim since the Plainfield Firefighters Women’s Association 

began in January 1977. Fire victims receive $150 if their 

home is still livable after a fire and $350 if their home is not 

livable. They have also provided numerous $400 scholarships 

over the years to qualified applicants. 

 

There are currently fourteen women serving in the Plainfield 

Firefighter’s Women’s Association, including four founding 

members from 1977. The founding members that still serve 

include Ruth Eichelberger, Marcia Obman-Gray, Cheree Lew-

is and Cynthia Obman. The rest of the members include Pam 

Angelus, Jaime Bickerton, Julia Corkey, Jen 

Crompton, Joyce Hartley, Nikki Irwin, Cas-

sie Krasuski, Kate Lehmann, Karin Obman 

and Stacey Stofko.   

 

Plainfield Fire Department 
 

 

The Plainfield Fire Department consists of past and current firefighters and paramedics 

of the Plainfield Fire Protection District. Today it is a charitable association that supports 

members, the community, and the fire service. The history of the Department reaches 

back to 1888 with the original volunteer firefighters in Plainfield. In the past the Fire 

Department ran the annual pancake breakfast, pig roast and turkey raffle to raise funds 

for the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance’s “Camp I Am Me” and the Chief Eichelberger Scholar-

ship. Those events are no longer held however new fundraising methods are being ex-

plored and considered for the future. In 2016 the Plainfield Fire Department provided 

four $500 Chief Eichelberger Scholarships to high school seniors residing within the 

Plainfield Fire Protection District with a college major in fire science, emergency medical 

services or first responder programs. The Plainfield Fire Department has partnered with 

the Plainfield School District 202 Foundation for Excellence to administer the scholar-

ship program.  

 

Illinois Fire Safety Alliance  
 

Funds were raised for the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance burn camp known as “Camp I Am Me” through two fill the boot collection events held at the Walmart 

and the Jewel. $5,500 was raised and donated to “Camp I Am Me” through all the generous donations received. The camp is for children in Illinois from 8 

to 16 years old who have had a burn injury that required out-patient treatment or hospitalization. For one week the children are able to experience a sum-

mer camp environment that allows them to build their self esteem while having fun. “Camp I Am Me” is offered at no-cost to camp attendees through gen-

erous donations like the one provided by our community. For more information about the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance and “Camp I Am Me” please visit 

www.ifsa.org.     

Pictured from left to right are Joyce Hartley, 

Pam Angelus (in the background) and Ruth 

Eichelberger volunteering at the 2016 Fire 

Prevention Week Open House. Many mem-

bers of the Plainfield Firefighter’s Women’s 

Association volunteered at the Open House. 

Pictured from left to right are the original 

founding members of the Plainfield Firefight-

er’s Women’s Association, Marcia Obman-

Gray, Cynthia Obman, Cheree Lewis and 

Ruth Eichelberger on January 31, 1997. 

The Plainfield Firefighter’s Women’s As-

sociation mission is to promote and cre-

ate good fellowship amongst its mem-

bers and their families, to assist the PFD/

PFPD when formally requested or in 

time of need and to provide support to 

victims of fires within the Plainfield Fire 

Protection District. 

http://www.ifsa.org
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Giving Back to our Community 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation 

 

Plainfield Fire Protection District Firefighter/Paramedics volunteer for and help support the annual Plainfield St. Baldrick’s event hosted by the Knights of 

Columbus during the annual Village of Plainfield Irish Parade. In 2016 the overall event raised $45,000 for childhood cancer research. Plainfield Fire Protec-

tion District Firefighter/Paramedics volunteered to raise funds through boot collections at the Irish Parade, sold raffle tickets and had a team “Plainfield 

Fire” that got their heads shaved to raise funds. The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a volunteer-driven charity dedicated to raising money for life-saving child-

hood cancer research. For more information about St. Baldrick’s please visit their web site at www.stbaldricks.org. 

Throughout 2016 members of the PFPD participated in several Pink Heals events in our area (pictured above left). Pink Heals Joliet Area Chapter is a non-

profit organization that raises awareness and funds for women and their families and non-profit entities that assists those battling cancer and other illnesses. 

For more information visit www.pinkhealsjoliet.org. Pictured above right are members of the PFPD that participated in the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Will 

& Grundy County Bowl for Kids Sake. Funds raised by this event support Big Brothers Big Sisters of Will & Grundy County whose mission is to help chil-

dren reach their potential through one-to-one relationships with mentors that have a measureable impact on youth. For more information visit 

www.bbbswillgrundy.org. Every year the Plainfield Fire Protection District collects toys for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program. Pictured 

below left are all the toys that were generously donated for this program. For more information visit www.toysfortots.org. New for 2016 the Plainfield Fire 

Protection District partnered with Meijer who donated a generous amount of gift cards for us to do holiday shopping for local needy families. The PFPD 

worked with St. Mary Immaculate Parish and the Plainfield Park District who both had holiday donation programs and shopping lists for area families in 

need. Pictured below right are the firefighter/paramedics shopping at Meijer for the items the families put on their holiday lists. 

Members of the PFPD par-

ticipated in the Plainfield 

Junior Women’s Club Chili 

Cook Off (pictured left) and 

won 1st place for the Peo-

ples Choice Award! Pro-

ceeds from this event 

helped fund five PJWC 

scholarships awarded annu-

ally to Plainfield High School 

female students. Members 

of the PFPD also participat-

ed in a School District ver-

sus Police Department bas-

ketball game at Ira Jones 

School (pictured right) to 

help raise funds for Shop 

With a Cop. 

http://www.stbaldricks.org
http://www.pinkhealsjoliet.org
http://www.bbbswillgrundy.org
http://www.toysfortots.org
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