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From the Chief
I hope this gradual entry into fall and the return to school for our children has
been safe for you and your family.

MISSION STATEMENT
THE PLAINFIELD FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT IS
DEDICATED TO
PRESERVING THE
QUALITY OF LIFE BY
SAVING LIVES AND
PROTECTING PROPERTY
THROUGH EFFICIENT
EMERGENCY RESPONSE
AND PREVENTION.
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September is “National Preparedness Month” and the theme is Disasters don’t
plan ahead. You can. Make an emergency plan today. We have regularly
visited this topic in previous issues and continue to underscore the importance of
YOU making a plan for you and your family, TODAY. There are volumes of information available through simple internet searches and even easier if you visit
our website, www.plainfieldfpd.com.
Within approximately 95% of the Plainfield Fire Protection District, we’ve been
awarded a Class 1 in the Public Protection Classification by ISO. ISO stands for
the Insurance Services Office. ISO is responsible for setting the Public Protection
Classification (PPC) rating. ISO is a nationwide organization that ranks about
David S. Riddle, Chief
47,000 fire districts and departments nationwide on their overall ability to respond to fires. ISO’s rating system evaluates communities in four categories, fire
department emergency communications, the water supply system, fire department operations and the fire department’s efforts at community risk reduction. Fire agencies (departments and districts) are ranked in classes
from 1 to 10, with 1 being the best ranking. Currently there are 14 fire agencies in Illinois and 270 fire agencies
nationwide who have achieved an ISO Class 1 rating.
We’re extremely proud to announce this significant achievement in the history of the Plainfield Fire Protection
District. Clearly this would not have been possible without the vision and effort of so many of the men and
women who built this foundation over many years, if not decades and for their service we sincerely thank
them. We would like to thank three other major partners in this accomplishment. First is the Village of Plainfield water department who has a well-maintained, first-class distribution system that supports our suppression
efforts. Additionally, WESCOM, our 9-1-1 dispatch center, provides a crucial component of our “grade” and
without their professional support and skills we could not have been as successful. Finally we thank you, our
homeowners and business community for without your financial support in providing and maintaining the necessary resources, we would not have been successful.
What does this mean for you, the business or homeowner? Effective November 1st, your insurance underwriter will be able to use this new Class 1 rating as part of their calculation in determining your fire insurance rates.
We don’t set those rates; your insurance company does and about 2/3 of the national insurance companies use
this rating in their calculations. This is a community rating, not just a fire department rating. A community’s
investment in fire mitigation is a proven and reliable predictor of preventing future fire losses. Our future mission remains clear; strengthening our current position and establishing priorities to address deficiencies found
in the grading process. Our next grading period will be sometime in 2022.
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for our annual Fire Prevention Week Open House which will be held on
Saturday, September 30th from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at fire station 2 on 135th street, east of Rt. 59.
The other event is the Chat With The Chiefs, the last one for this year, on October 25th at 7 p.m. here at Plainfield Fire District Headquarters, next to station 2.
As always,
Be careful out there….
David S. Riddle, Chief

On The Scene, Page 2
Fire Prevention Week: Every Second Counts...Plan 2 Ways Out!
The week of October 8th is Fire Prevention Week. Meant to promote awareness of fire and life safety, Fire Prevention Week is always held on
the anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire that burned from October 8th through October 10th in 1871. The Great Chicago Fire killed 300
people, destroyed over 17,000 buildings and cost $200 million dollars in 1871.
Each year a Fire Prevention Week theme is selected by the National Fire Protection Association and this year’s theme is “Every Second
Counts...Plan 2 Ways Out!” This is to raise awareness of the necessity to plan and practice a home fire escape plan. Here’s a list of what you
need for your home escape plan:

Make sure your home’s address is clearly marked.
With all members of your household draw a map of your home marking two exits from each room and a path to the outside from each exit.
Practice your home fire drill twice a year. Conduct one at night and one during the day with everyone in your home, and practice using different ways out.

Teach children how to escape on their own in case you can’t help them.
Plan ahead who will be responsible to help members of your household that are not capable of escaping on their own.
Close doors behind you as you leave because this may help slow the spread of smoke, heat and fire.
Once you get outside, stay outside. Never go back inside a burning building.
Call 9-1-1 from a cell phone or a neighbors phone after you get outside.
Go to your family meeting place and let firefighters know if everyone is out of the house. Examples of a family meeting place are your mailbox,
a tree or a neighbors front yard.

To test your knowledge about fire and life safety visit the National Fire Protection Association’s web site at http://www.nfpa.org/publiceducation/campaigns/fire-prevention-week/fire-prevention-week-quiz and take the 2017 Fire Prevention Week Quiz!

Don't Wait. Communicate. Make
a family emergency plan today.
September is National Preparedness Month. Learn more at
www.ready.gov/September.
Change Your Clocks, Change Your Batteries!
Daylight Savings Time ends on
Sunday, November 5th.
Remember to change the batteries in your
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors when you change
your clocks to “fall back” one hour.

Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors can be
powered by your homes electrical wiring with battery
back-up in case of a power outage. Some smoke alarms
and carbon monoxide detectors are only powered by
batteries. Some batteries are lithium batteries that are
meant to last for the lifetime of the smoke alarm or carbon monoxide detector while others are powered by 9
volt batteries that need to be routinely replaced (every 6
months is recommended) to ensure that smoke alarms
and carbon monoxide detectors continue to operate
properly. When you change your clocks please also remember to change the batteries in all smoke alarms and
carbon monoxide detectors that have disposable batteries within them. All smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors should be tested monthly and immediately
replaced if they fail to test properly. Replace smoke
alarms every 10 years and carbon monoxide detectors
every 5 years. Working smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors save lives!

Call us at 815-436-5335 for help with installing or maintaining smoke alarms and CO detectors.

On The Scene, Page 3
Plainfield Fire Profiles: Cheree Lewis
Before working full-time for the Fire District, Cheree was an original member of the Plainfield Volunteer
Women’s Association which started in 1977. The group was put in place to help residents of the Fire District
through a fire victims fund and also provided a scholarship fund for firefighter’s children. Cheree Lewis started
her career with the Fire District in March of 1985. During her career Cheree was able to see the growth
within the Fire District and assisted with the changes that growth brought to the district. Starting her career
as a secretary, Cheree moved up in positions to eventually become the Fire District’s Finance/HR Director.
Cheree’s role played an intricate part in helping the Fire District expand from one building in downtown
Plainfield to the current four fire stations spread throughout the district boundaries. In 2011 the Fire District’s growth also included an administrative/training building and a separate maintenance building on 135th
Street. Cheree also worked with the Board of Trustees, Chief’s and other staff during the initial hiring of the
first full-time officers and firefighters. What Cheree likes best about her career is knowing and being friends
with so many of the employees that are dedicated to their job and are committed to the well being of our
community. After 32 years of service Cheree has decided to see what retirement is like. She plans on traveling with her husband Lewie and enjoying time with their children and grandchildren. As Cheree looks forward
to retirement she stated “I have thoroughly enjoyed my years of service with the Fire District and appreciate
every one of them! Thank you from the bottom of my heart!” The Fire District is honored to have had
Cheree be a part of the administration for so long and we wish her well and a Happy Retirement.

Have you Ever Wondered?
Does the Plainfield Fire Protection District offer CPR classes?
The Fire District is an authorized provider of American Heart Association CPR and ECC courses. To view a list of courses offered along with
the class schedule, fees and to register please visit our web site at http://www.plainfieldfpd.org/cpracls/.
If you have a question please call us at 815-436-5335 or send an email to onthescene@plainfieldfpd.com. You may see your question featured in
a future edition of On the Scene.

Fire & Life Safety for Kids
The week of September 24th is
Rail Safety Week. Did you know
that it is against the law to hang
out or play on or near train tracks?
This is because train tracks are
private property and if you are on
them you are trespassing. It is
also very dangerous to hang out or
play on or near train tracks because you could get hit by a train.
Please stay off the train tracks
Halloween Safety

Go trick or treating with an
adult.

Only go to homes of people you
know.

Cross the street at the corner,
not from between cars.

Carry a flashlight or glow stick
so you can be seen.

Don’t eat your treats until they
have been inspected by an adult.

Have a Safe
and Happy
Halloween!

The week of
October 8th is
Fire Prevention
Week! This
year’s theme is
“Every Second
Counts...Plan 2
Ways Out!”
This is about
home fire escape planning.
Just like
school fire
drills you need
to have home
fire drills with
your family. To
learn about
home fire drills
watch this video from Sparky
the Fire Dog at
https://
youtu.be/
Q1N8e8zk-8E.
Hope to see
you at our
Open House!

For more information call us at 815-436-5335 or visit us on the web at www.plainfieldfpd.com.
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You may receive this newsletter even if you live outside the boundaries of the Plainfield Fire Protection District.
In order to save on costs, everyone in certain carrier routes will receive this mailing.

Board of Trustees

September 30th, Fire Prevention Week Open House
11 am to 2 pm at Fire Station Two

Bill Barnes
President

October 8—14, 2017 Fire Prevention Week
Every Second Counts...Plan 2 Ways Out! Visit www.fpw.org

James R. Lehmann
Secretary

October 25th, Chat with the Chiefs
7 pm at Plainfield Fire Protection District Headquarters on 135th Street

Douglas Shreve
Treasurer
Tom Paul
Trustee
Bob Baish
Trustee
Fire Chief
David S. Riddle

October 31st, Halloween
Be Safe, Be Seen, Happy Halloween!
November 5th, Daylight Savings Time Ends
Change Your Clocks, Change Your Batteries!
November 11th, Veterans Day
Thank You To All Veterans!

Save the Date
Fire Prevention Week
Open House!
Saturday,
September 30th,
from 11 am to 2 pm
at Fire Station 2,
23806 W. 135th Street.
There will be displays,
demonstrations, fire
station tours, museum
tours, raffles and a
hot dog lunch.
Please join us for our
annual Fire Prevention
Week Open House.
FPW.org

The Plainfield Fire Protection District wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
Please remember kitchen fire safety for your holiday party.
For kitchen fire safety tips call us at 815-436-5335 or visit http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/by-topic/top-causes-of-fire/cooking.

